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The show Holoscens by Lars Jan. © Waleed Shah.
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The show by Octavia E. Butler, titled Parable of the Sower. © Waleed Shah.

8y3la o o Ullg M) deaullyg “B3ammn (Bloe ol
oGzl Ol dass 3 &Lyl palally ¢ysaall”
Al oluludly pelall Lol S gedlsall odm (s
Lo Wliewl Lle” asclud of gesloall sia ol ad
b_)s..a” 459_) v.l.c LJ.\.:.Lu.A_g A.a.,,.a“ 4.:.;\._3_3‘55!’ LJﬂ)SL/.A oo

By

o0 egddoe delio (Say ol oM u_l.cyom)mﬂg
RV Q.QJI.\C—L‘JAJJJ Bladlg all dasbo e Ll Gilas
M&)@J|JL;L9_~A>ML,1;CL‘A”)_&JJ9L@
aaall oleladl g oo o JusS1331S Jotig dalacil ST
Ld olS il Lol ool ailo e wacla ol
et Jolizy s3] 9340l uasa) [Avatar] 5161
u_g_}.u.\ls Jlﬁg ct))l;u.\ 0)9@ M'J)‘QAU P'MI}&
Lewold L,.uJJ 3Ll Ludlew” 4.0;:9).«.” LAl ga| o—g
2o Ujlone 3L> I L}.57_4..JL\ fadg Loy RN
QOJﬂ;ASsSQ_L;d_&“h”oL/oﬁung

&9S|y\2l5\.gn*ag‘ﬂk5)>§l|&.‘éb_‘”9 dall Jaell ag
Your] “claw!” u_:bLJl &S yoall Pshu).” old dzall oda O_e
d.,u.n“ 009}9.”9 ‘4,\99,‘” MsSsB slico ¢ bg.) U [Name
SVE PR TOE[PYPOE EVESI JOPSHI S CSVRE- SOES
Mgls.aa A [FESN b Lo ye 2016 u.q slogyl lia
o9 go sl olie oiwn ¢ Laiyl Jold [Holoscenes]
B g poty iyl g o8 pss Al o>
4.].40'94.4 5)9.)

dole Wy oyl lia Juyl adl”: eSS Jodie
ubLJILgJL‘bbu‘aJw)ku Lbls adl . @lloll e 8lug
o0 Llysof dsews Q_!L‘.H alell O_Q 13 owall ag g
L@JL&}-I BY-Rw) L;_JI )_Lu Lalsgd “E—)b.z.\” LIS gy
Ml el oyl v_.Jl LS tLog)“ 13 18y al u_q
tL.gAJ[)_&J 4.J.L>-|

o0 e JS e dealys Blyybe yugSIEBAS (uyiS
2y9394 dol> Q_e adlg QAJLQJ' Gl J] dalall dwld!
dadleall d.«i.dliz.ﬁ” u.)|9:>JL\ B ycislea 8y Lgaalg kyz.bg)
12000 sle u.e clasg . .oluladl U.QM,JI ul.u—b
Jasll 5334 @9@2007&“&.&9 u:bs_,.ll Lyl b gne
k;)bsujl :.b)_g_” QU.LM uB o S L;.\>‘ w‘Sg ‘.\LLQ_J‘Q

“The arts and humanities have always given us the narratives
to understand the world, to comprehend challenges, do
something about them or even to come to terms with certain
outcomes,” she says. For the students and researchers
at eARThumanities, who study these topics alongside
environmental science and policy, these subjects can help
“bring us all out of our narrow academic silos and see the
big picture.”

Andit’s not just students whose attitude to environmentalism
can be shaped by art and culture: art that deals with climate
change can help prompt all of us to behave in more sustainable
ways. Among the artistic creations that have helped shaped
awareness of environmental struggles, Kalantzakos says, is the
James Cameron movie Avatar, which functions as a metaphor
about unsustainable exploitation of natural resources. “We’re
going to find out the hard way if we don't wise up and start
seeking a life that’s in balance with the natural cycles of
life on earth,” Cameron said in one promotional interview.

Other works of art and culture Kalantzakos includes in this
category are the Japanese animation film Your Name, about the
meltdown at the Fukushima nuclear power plant, and recent
performances at the NYU Abu Dhabi Arts Center. In 2016, this
venue mounted a large-scale performance and installation

Sophia Kalantzakos, Global Distinguished Professor Environmental Studies and Public
Policy, NYU Abu Dhabi and Head of eARThumanities . © NYU Abu Dhabi
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The world premiere of Octavia E. Butler’s Parable of the Sower was co-commissioned by NYUAD’s The Arts Center. © Waleed Shah.
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NY U Abu Dhabi’s eARThumanities initiative combines the study of
culture and environmental science. Can it inspire a new way of thinking

about the tuture?
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hen it comes to climate change, Sophia
s ;s ; Kalantzakos says, “the science has spoken
clearly and categorically,” and, yet that hasn’t
always been enough to prevent widespread ecological
damage. “What will it take,” she asks, “to help us
navigate through these difficult times?” Her response,
which she puts into action through her work as leader of
the NYU Abu Dhabi’s Arts and Humanities Environmental
Research Initiative [eARThumanities], is that stories
might help - stories that are informed by climate science
and created in order to help people engage with this
major global challenge.
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Octavia Butler’s Parable of the Sower is a genre-defying work of political theater that harnesses three hundred years of Black music. © Waleed Shah.
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Those who would like to be similarly inspired can check out
the host of events this autumn that eARThumanities will be
involved in bringing to life, including some that are open to
the public. Among these is a new opera entitled Water in the
Desert: A Zayed Legacy, which will be performed at the NYUAD
Arts Center in October in celebration of the Year of Zayed. It
embraces music, drama, movement, design and film and
eighty school children from the Cranleigh School will be
performing, along with two opera singers.

Through programminglike this, as well as the interdisciplinary
study eARThumanities faciliates, Kalantzakos says, she hopes
people will be encouraged to “ask new questions and think of
new ways of understanding [environmental] issues through
context, empathy and radical hope. History, philosophy,
poetry and theater, she points out, can “give us a much-
needed frame” and help prompt researchers “to seek holistic
answers to problems” and “inspire a new way of thinking.”

She adds: “The next generation of students will not be able
to face this new reality by seeing the world through a silo, a
narrow lens blocking off other points of view, but through
the opening of their eyes to the world in order to seek wider
possibilities.” H
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Author Charles Siebert. © NYU Abu Dhabi.
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Holoscenes by Lars Jan. © Waleed Shah.

called Holoscenes, which addressed rising sea levels, with a
large aquarium at the centre of the performance flooding
and draining in an ongoing cycle.

“It sent a powerful message and it has travelled across the
world,” Kalantzakos says. “It spoke to us in a way that data
might not have.” The following year, the same venue staged
an operatic version of Octavia Butler’s Parable of the Sower, set
in a dystopian America afflicted by violence brought on by
climate change.

Kalantzakos teaches courses on everything from Public Policy
to World Literature and the Environment at NYU Abu Dhabi,
and she has direct experience of the mechanics involved in
creating policy change. In 2000, she became a Member of
Helenic Parliament, and in 2007 was made Deputy Minister
of Labor and Pensions, as one of just two women in the Greek
cabinet.

Another distinguished lecturer in the eARThumanities
department at NYU Abu Dhabi is the author Charles Siebert,
who has written extensively about the relationship between
human and non-human animals, including non-fiction
stories about a chimpanzee cellist, elephant and whale
ventriloquists, and traumatised parrots that help heal
equally traumatised veterans of war.

“I've long been interested in the ways animals have been
depicted over the agesin art,” Siebert says, “as this reveals so
much about the way we humans see [or don’t see] them and
ourselves.” Among the works of culture that have influenced
his “understanding of animals and nature as viewed by us,”
he says, is poetry by Rainer Maria Rilke, Elizabeth Bishop and
Fernando Pessoa, “certain tales from Lewis Carroll’s Alicein
Wonderland and Through the Looking Glass” and prose writing by
Thoreau, Emerson, Annie Dillard and E.B. White.



